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dinner was announced, and we descended to the refectory. The General is much broken since I saw him in England. He has of late had an attack upon his chest. The death of his only brother, to whom he was much attached, has also affected him. This man was so beloved by the Corsicans that though he has only been dead a month they believe him to be a saint, and are convinced that with his influence in heaven they are at last to get happiness and independence. In the war in 1769 he distinguished himself much, and was supposed, though not so good a politician and scholar, to be a better general than his brother Paoli. We retired after dinner to a house in the village of Morato, a quarter of a mile from the convent. It belonged to a young man attached to Paoli. Had he expected payment it was impossible to have been more attentive or to have shown more anxiety to supply all our wants.
Next morning we returned to the convent to breakfast, after which, as Sir Gilbert had told me he wished to have some private conversation with the General, Major Kochler and I rode to the neighbourhood of St. Fiorenzo, one of the ports we wished to reconnoitre. We were accompanied by Signor Pozzo di Borgo, a young man in the confidence of Paoli. He had been at the commencement of the Revolution deputy from Corsica to the National Assembly. Till that time when he went to Paris he had never been out of Corsica. Instead of returning to Morato in the evening, we remained at the village of Oletta, still at private houses. There are no public ones. We were employed the whole of the next day in reconnoitring the position of St. Fiorenzo and its neighbourhood. Our escort of about forty or fifty volunteers had a little skirmish with a party of the enemy. One only was wounded. I was much pleased to see the judgment with which our people occupied the different positions; we got back late in the evening to Morato. I was glad to hear from Sir Gilbert that he had had an explanation with the General, and had succeeded in convincing him that it was the wish of the King's Commissioners to give the Corsicans every assistance in